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Britain in the Blair Era – End of semester assessment

Choose one of the following Questions. You should write at least 600 words. Please write your Chinese name as well as any English name on your examination script.
Britart
1. Choose one member of the Young British Artists’ Movement, introduce their work and explain why you do or do not like it. 

2. Explain why Britart caused people in Britain to ask the question ‘What is art?’ In your opinion, is the work of the YBAs art or not?

3. Introduce the artists on the shortlist of this year’s Turner Prize. Which one do you think will win? Why?
The Country Life

4. What have been the main problems for farmers and other people living in the countryside in Britain during the Blair Era? How do these problems compare to the problems of rural people in contemporary China?

5. Explain the origins and functions of the Countryside Alliance. What were the connections between the rise of the Countryside Alliance and ‘Cool Britannia’?
The Hunting Debate

6. What were the main arguments used by participants in the debate about whether hunting with dogs should be banned in Britain? Who do you think was right?

Education in Blair’s Britain 
7. Explain the main arguments in the current debate between teachers’ organisations and the British government about assessment in schools. Who do you think is right? Why?

8. One of the first actions of the new Labour government that came to power in 1997 was to introduce tuition fees for university students. What were the arguments for this measure? What were the arguments against? Do you think this was the right thing to do?

Religion in Britain 
9. What are faith schools and what are the arguments for and against them? Do you think they should be supported by the government?

10. According to recent surveys, what proportion of people in Britain are Christians? Why do you think this might be a difficult thing to measure? 
Writing Course – End of semester assessment

Choose one of the following Questions. You should write at least 600 words. Please write your Chinese name as well as any English name on your examination script.
1. How can the death penalty be justified?

2. Li Yang’s Crazy English should be adopted as the standard teaching methodology in all Chinese schools and universities. Discuss.
3. Women soldiers should not be allowed to fight on the frontline besides their male counterparts.

4. What problems are caused by the use of vocabulary books? Give examples.

5. Many British students take a ‘gap year’ between school and university. Do you think this practice should be introduced to China?

6. Many teachers argue that coursework is a better way to assess students’ progress than formal examinations. What is your opinion? Why?

7. What makes good art? Use examples to illustrate your answer.
8. What is the best way to attract foreign-educated Chinese scientists back to China?

9. Describe your favourite book and explain why you like it. 
10. Why is the work of J.K. Rowling so popular?
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Choose one of the following Questions. You should write at least 600 words. Please write your Chinese name as well as any English name on your examination script.
11. How can the death penalty be justified?

12. Li Yang’s Crazy English should be adopted as the standard teaching methodology in all Chinese schools and universities. Discuss.

13. Women soldiers should not be allowed to fight on the frontline besides their male counterparts.

14. What problems are caused by the use of vocabulary books? Give examples.

15. Many British students take a ‘gap year’ between school and university. Do you think this practice should be introduced to China?

16. Many teachers argue that coursework is a better way to assess students’ progress than formal examinations. What is your opinion? Why?

17. What makes good art? Use examples to illustrate your answer.

18. What is the best way to attract foreign-educated Chinese scientists back to China?

19. Describe your favourite book and explain why you like it. 

20. Why is the work of J.K. Rowling so popular?
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